














Douglas County Wildfire Risk

• 82% of Douglas County in High Risk

• #1 Natural Disaster Threat for D.C. Residents



Fortunately

• Douglas County Is Very Capable
– USFS
– CSFS
– Denver Watershed
– CO Department of Natural Resources
– Douglas County Wildfire Specialist
– Douglas County Operations of Emergency Management
– Numerous Fire Districts



Douglas County Wildfire Partnership

• Initiated by Douglas County and CSFS
• Conference early February
• GOALS

– Increase collaboration
– Improve communication/coordination
– Promote public awareness to foster community driven 

action
– Multi-level planning and implementation





What Are We Already Doing…

• As a large landowner in the Urban/Wildland 
Interface, we have a big responsibility

• We have been doing major work since 2018
– Risk, Response, Mitigation



What Are We Already Doing…

• Work closely with the experts:  
– SMFR, OEM, CSFS, Insurance

• I am Wildland Certified
– Working knowledge for Risk/Response/Mitigation

• Emergency Procedures, Evacuation, Staff 
Roles/Responsibilities
– Camp/Program Evacuation, Trails/Archery Ranges, Staff, 

Livestock



RISK, RESPONSE, MITIGATION

• Our Main Goals:
– Prevent Catastrophic Habitat Loss
– Increase safety to firefighters, staff, customers
– Increase efficiency of response
– Stop a fire before it becomes a threat to homes and 

critical habitat



RESPONSE

• All of previous slides are about Risk
– We know we are at risk

• RESPONSE
– Relationships and Cooperation
– SMFR, D.C. OEM

• IGA, Mutual Aid, etc.
• D.C. –contracted helicopter
• Calls other State/Federal Resources









RESPONSE…

• Map
– Better Communication Resulting In

• Increase in Safety, Efficiency

• Training
– Familiarity

• Fuels, Routes, Challenges, Gates, Safety Zones

• Roles/Responsibilities
– Safety Zones/Evacuation Routes, Staff Roles







MITIGATION

• FUEL MANAGEMENT
• Many Different Forms

– Weeds
– Oak clearing
– Forest/Tree Management









































Wildlife and Habitat are 1st Priority









Stop the Spark

• Our Behaviors
– Camp Fires

• Public Awareness
– Red Flag Days

• XCEL
– After the Paradise Fire in CA…have been inspecting and 

replacing poles throughout the Backcountry
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